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 REGULAR MEETING 

 THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5,2019 

7:00 pm – John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, CT 

 

MINUTES   

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on Thursday, December 5, 

2019 at the John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly Room, 196 North Main Street, Southington, CT.  

Chris Borowy, Acting Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the following in attendance: 

 Commissioners:  Michael Bunko, Shari Guarino, Bethany Solury, & David Byrne 

 Alternates:  Robert Ives 

 Ex-Officio: David Lavallee, Ass’t Town Planner 

     Absent:   James Sullivan, Chair        

   Jeff Crown, Commissioner       

   Jessica Smith, Alternate 

 The Acting Chair seated Mr. Ives for Mr. Crown for this evening’s meeting.    A quorum was 

determined.         

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by everyone in attendance. 

 

CHRIS BOROWY, Acting Chair, presiding: 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 Regular Meeting of November 7, 2019 

 Acting Chair Borowy offered the following minor corrections to the Minutes.  On Page 4, in 

regard to the application IW1278, Town of Southington for the Spring Street bridge.  There is a 

paragraph which says currently:  Mr. Borowy clarified we are really just rerouting and existing discharge 

--- just so we don’t conflate the two existing ideas, and two sentences later it says:  They want a little bit 

of overland flow and the rip rap pad will kind of decrease the velocity of the water and will stop a 

scourable from developing at the end of the pipe so you won’t lose the pipe end over time.  That was a 

quotation from the applicant on behalf of the application.  And, I think I want to remove the words “a 

scourable and say it will stop scour from developing at the end of the pipe.  These might be relevant on 

considerations this evening. 

 Ms. Guarino motion to approve.  Mr. Ives second. 

 Mr. Lavallee clarified it might be scour hole.   That’s how I refer to it.  

 Mr. Borowy then clarified and amended his own suggestion.   Do we have a motion? 
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 Ms. Guarino made a motion to approve the Minutes as corrected and amended.   Mr. Ives 

seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items scheduled for action 

 None this evening. 

 

Inland Wetland/FF Applications 

 A. Information/Action – IW #1278 – Application of the Town of Southington asking to 

install a rip rap pad associated with the Spring Street bridge replacement.   Property located at Spring 

Street over the Quinnipiac River. 

 John Ives with AECOM who is the designer for the Spring Street bridge replacement presented.  

Pm the overhead screen, he pointed out Spring Street and the bridge over the Quinnipiac River.   It 

generally flows from north to south through the site.  The goal of the project is simply to replace the 

bridge here (indicating) due to the condition of the deck. 

 As discussed at the last meeting, there is a drainage system to the east which is outside of our 

project limits.  The last catch basins for that drainage system are up here (indicating) past 293 Spring 

Street which is approximately our eastern project limit.  Our project limit runs from about Smoron Drive 

to 293 Spring Street. 

 There is a drainage outlet for drainage outside of our project that currently runs through the 

existing eastern abutment.    That drainage outlet is shown in this photo (indicating).  Currently the 

outlet dumps directly into the Quinnipiac River.   Because of work that is proposed in the area of this 

abutment under the project, that work to construct a new abutment is directly in conflict with this pipe.  

So, we have proposed redirecting this drainage outlet from its current location to the north of the bridge 

where it’s drainage would flow on to a rip rap pad before discharging into the Quinnipiac River. 

 This is the bridge (indicating) and that outlet would be right here (indicating).   

 Here is Spring Street (indicating) and the Quinnipiac River running north / south (indicating).  

Here is the drainage run (indicating).  We were intercepting it with a manhole at time and putting it into 

a pipe which emptied on to a rip rap pad just outside the river.  There was concern that the manhole 

(indicating) did not have a sump which would capture any potential spillage in the road before the outlet 

and that the sumps in the older catch basins may be full.  I went back and looked at the record plans and 

found the sumps in the older catch basins were only two feet --- relatively shallow.  Current standard is 

the last sump before the outlet would be four feet deep.  That is the distance between the bottom of 

the pipe and the bottom of the drainage structure. 

 I spoke to Keith Hayden, public works director, about this situation.  He did not want to add a 

sump to the manhole just because that makes it difficult to inspect.  You have to remove the cover to 

see if there any blockage at the sump.    
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 Instead, we proposed to turn the manhole into a curbless catch basin.  So, the manhole, there is 

no curb along the road here and it wouldn’t capture a lot of drainage, but it would be easier to see down 

into the sump to see if there is blockage.  

 The current plans have been revised to show a catch basin here (indicating) with a four-foot 

sump.  That catch basin won’t really capture much drainage at all because there is no curb along the 

road.  It is a curbless catch basin.  But it will permit the town to be able to see if there is blockage in the 

sump and more easily maintain the drainage structure. 

 Other than that, the plans have not been changed in any way since the last time the project was 

presented. 

 Hearing no questions from the commission, Acting Chair Borowy offered the observation that 

the improvement on the manhole and catch basin seems to be an adequate way to control any spill 

contamination to the river.  I think in general the idea of adding the rip rap and discharge to the river 

rather than the direct discharge currently undertaken is better for the pipe integrity and the water 

quality. 

 Mr. Ives made a motion to approve the amended proposal.   Mr. Bunko seconded.  Motion 

passed 6 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

  

 

 B. Information – F #266 – Application of John Roncaoli seeking to fil and mitigate a portion 

of floodplain for a garage addition and driveway.  Property located at 62 Echo Valley Road. 

 John Roncaoli, Jr., applicant presented.  He noted he owned the property at 63 Echo Valley.  

Flynn & Cyr Surveying did redesigned prints for you to show a bigger swale on the property that takes up 

the driveway and the three-car garage I want to install. 

 And, Dave looked at it and said the swale was bigger than the existing prints I had shown to the 

town before.  So, that’s really what it was. 

 If you agree with it, we can push forward and go on to the building department.  If not, we’ll 

send it back to Flynn & Cyr and see what we come up with. 

 Mr. Lavallee said the last time there was a little bit of a conflict with the house meeting the 

garage.  There was some kind of awkward positioning there for usable space.  So, in the new plans the 

applicant is able to lift the driveway a bit and have a smoother transition to the house.  There is more 

fill, but there is more mitigation.  The footprint stayed the same, but the elevation of the approach of 

the driveway changed and there is a low wall.  The Ass’t Town Engineer is going to take a look at that 

wall to see if it needs to be high based on the standards.  The new standard is you have to be a foot 

above floodplain for residential.  It used to be two feet.  I am not sure if this reflects the new or the old 

one.   It is still under review by the Ass’t Town Engineer. 

 Then it would go, as you know, to planning and zoning for approval.  Then it can go to building 

after that approval. 
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 So, if there are not any comments from the Ass’t Town Engineer you can act at the next 

meeting. 

 Ms. Guarino made a motion to table.   Mr. Ives seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a 

voice vote. 

  

Communications 

 A. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items other than those 

scheduled for action 

 None this evening. 

 

Conservation Issues/Unfinished Business/Miscellaneous 

 Mr. Lavallee advised we did have a request to take out a wall that had failed at Spring Lake.  

That held up the bank for a detention pond.  It was not built properly.  So, what they propose now is 

slope instead of a wall.  A preferred method overall. 

 I’m okay with doing that under Agent Approval.   It’s not directly linked to a wetland other than 

a high-volume water storm would go through the outlet.  It is a detention pond that was built probably 

in the 1990’s.   It needs some maintenance beyond what they’re doing to the wall, clean out, what have 

you.   

 While they’re doing this, it’s pretty much on a slope and they’re working from the bottom up so 

there won’t be much disturbance within the pond.  They’ll do it when it’s dry, obviously.  But they have 

to block the pipe so nothing goes out during their activity.   It’s pretty standard and not an issue. 

 The Chair and Commissioner advised that’s good for Agent Approval. 

 

 Mr. Lavallee also stated we will be starting up open space soon, so we’ll have a few more things 

to comment on when that starts.  It is a combined commission. 

 

Adjournment 

 Ms. Guarino made a motion to adjourn.  Ms. Solury seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a 

voice vote. 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:16 o’clock, p.m.) 


